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INTERNATIO NAL PREL^BNARY EXAMINATION REPORT 

I L Basis of the report 

1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
the international application as originally filed 
the description: 

P*^g« 1-18 



Internl^Kl application No. 

PCT/CH2003/000686 



, as originally filed 



, filed with the letter of 



, filed with the demand 



the claims: 



pages 



1-25 



pages " ' ^ " ^, as originally filed 

■ • ^ amended (together with any statement under Article 1 9 



, filed with the demand 



□ 

the drawings: 



..filed with the letter of 



pages 

pages ' ' , as originally filed 



, filed witii the demand 



□ 

the sequence listing part of tfie description: 



..filedwith the letter of 



' . , as originally filed 

pages ' ' ' , filed with the demand 

. filed with the letter of 

I 'S^szr^S'.t ^'J!ixfo7^s!^z::^z^!iZ^''^ - *^ ^-^^'^^ ^'-^^ which | 

I J]}^eelementswereavailabIeorfurnishedtothisAuthorityi„thefolb^^^^^ ' 

U *«'anguageofati^lation furnished for the purposes of international search (un^^^ 
LJ the language of publication of Ae international application (under Rule 48.3(b)) 

U the^language of the tnmslation finished for the p^poses of international preiinunary exanunation (under Rule 55.2 and/ 

p'!2.1l^^exLS3;io"n"r^eS°oi;^^^^^^ ^ "t-ational application, the Internationa, 

n contained in the international application in written form. 
LJ filed together with the international application in coin)uter readable form. 
LJ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 
LJ furnished subsequently to flus Authority in con^utcr readable form. 

^ JSnSitp^lJn astSL^r^^^^ ^"^^ ^ «° ^ ^^^^ ^ *e 

^SE.*'' "^""^ " ''""P"^ "^^''^ " '0 written sequence listing has 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 



□ 



the drawings, sheets/fig . 



*'Any replacenumt sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under Uem 1 and annexed to this report 
Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box 1) (July 1998) 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or Industrial appUcabiUtv* 
citations and explanations supporting such statement ^' 



Statement 
Novelty CN) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (lA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-6, 8-16, 19, 22, 23 



1-6, 8-16, 19, 22, 23 
1-6, 8-16, 19, 22, 23 
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NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 
I 



This report makes reference to the follov/ing 
documents cited in the search report: 



Dl : DE-A 10 042 476 
D2: WO 01/42334 



II Claims 7, 17, 18, 20, 21, 24 and 25 are so unclear 
as to render their examination for novelty and/or 
inventive step impossible. The essential features of 
these claims refer to "equivalent polyesters of 
conventional manufacture" and ''conventionally 
produced hollow bodies". Since there are many 
manufacturers of bottle-quality PET and coPET, who 
use their own processes and make their own 
selections of reactants and auxiliaries, these 
phrases are unclear and therefore unsuitable for 
characterizing a process or a material. If it cannot 
be established how a process or product differs from 
the prior art, examination is not possible. 

It is assumed that claim 23 relates to a polyester, 
since a back- reference is made to product claims. 

III The subject matter of independent claims 1 and 19 
FomiPCT/IPBA/409 (BoxV) (January 1994) " 
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does not involve an inventive step in light of Dl in 
combination with D2 and/or the technical knowledge 
of a person skilled in the art. 

Dl represents the closest prior art and discloses 
the preparation of polyester granules with a 
diameter of <2 mm by forming droplets from a 
precondensate having an intrinsic viscosity (IV) of 
between 0,1 and 0,4 dl/g obtained by melt -phase 
polymerization to give at least part-crystallized 
drop-shaped or spherical particles. The polyester 
may be PET and the particles are then siibjected to 
solid state polymerization (see Dl, claims 1, 5 and 
13 and paragraphs [0001], [0030], [0043] and 
[0055] ) . 

Dl does not disclose that solid state 
polycondensation yields a polyester with IV >0.65 
dl/g or that the polyester is processed to give 
hollow bodies. Thus, the subject matter of claims 1 
and 19 is formally novel. 

The problem to be addressed by the present invention 
consists in using the process according to Dl to 
produce polyesters suitable for the manufacture of 
bottles . 

D2 teaches that the IV of polyesters suitable for 
the manufacture of bottles is >0.70 dl/g and that 
said IV can be achieved by solid state 
polymerization of a precondensate having an IV <0.4 
dl/g. A person skilled in the art would readily 
combine the teaching of Dl with that of D2, thereby 
arriving at the subject matter of claims 1 and 19. 
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Although D2 excludes droplet formation, this 
statement pertains only to specialized copolyesters . 
Moreover, a single statement is not sufficient to 
justify a preconception. 

IV Dependent claims 2-6, 8-16, 22 and 23 do not contain 
any features which, in conjunction with the subject 
matter of claim 1 or claim 19, would siobstantiate an 
inventive step. 
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